Name Date Pd.

Declaration of Independence Worksheet
Directions: As you read the Declaration of Independence, answer the questions below.
SECTION 1 - Why the Declaration was written.

1. What was the purpose of the Declaration?

2. What is the intro (sent. 1) stating?

SECTION 2 - Statement of Basic Human Rights?

3. Who do the colonists believe to be created equal?

4. What rights did the Creator give to everyone?

SECTION 3 — Purpose of Government: Safeguard Human Rights

5. Who gives government power to govern/rule?

6. When can a government be changed?

7. Who has the power to change the government?

8. The purpose of a good government is to do what for the people?

9. What type of government system is being described?



SECTION 4. Abuses of Human Rights by the King

10. Who do the colonists believe have abused their human rights?

11. How many abuses did they list?

12. What # on the list talks about the Stamp Act and the Tea Tax?

13. What is their objection to taxation?

SECTION 5 - Colonial Effort to Avoid Separation

14. Before it came to this declaration, the colonists tried to do what to settle their problems?

15. What was the response to the above?

16. Besides the King, who did the colonists plea for help from?

17. Because of the negative response to settle the problems, the colonists said it was necessary
for themto ....?

SECTION 6 - Colonies Declare Independence

18. What three things do the colonists declare?

19. What do the signatures on the document mean?
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